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Targeted Outcomes 
 Create a partnership toward development of a 

national sustainable agriculture initiative 

 Development of trust 

 Commitment to a common vision 

 Ownership of sustainability  

 Our goal is to facilitate and participate 

 

 Develop initial steps in planning this process 

 Longer term roadmap 

 Avoid pitfalls of previous initiatives 



Proposed Agenda 
 Your expectations 

 Why Wisconsin: Evolution of UW Sustainability 

programs 

 Scope of the process 

 Guiding principles 

 Prioritization, implementation plan 

 Identify potential partners 

 Funding and resources 

 Next (First) Steps 

 Meet with Dean Jahn 

 



Task Force Goals and 

Expectations 

 Is there a need for a national sustainable 

agriculture standard? 

 

 How do we accomplish this process? 

 

 What is the alternative? 



Proposed Agenda 
 Your expectations 

 Why Wisconsin: Evolution of UW 

Sustainability programs 

 Scope of the process 

 Guiding principles 

 Prioritization, implementation plan 

 Identify potential partners 

 

 Funding and resources 

 Next (First) Steps 

 Meet with Dean Jahn 

 



UW CALS and CES 

 Partnerships within the system 

 

 Partnerships with growers 

 

 Partnerships across the country 



System Resources 
 WISA 

 Cooperative Extension Service 

 Multiple teams 

 Over 20 extension/research programs 

 Active cooperation with WI agricultural industries 

 Campus wide infrastructure 

 Nelson Institute of Environmental Studies 

 Campus wide initiative of sustainability 

 Evolution of Wisconsin Sustainability Programs 

(Wyman, Knuteson, and Diercks) 



Healthy Grown Potatoes 

 See attached pdf: Food Coalition Poster 1 



Healthy Farms 

 See attached pdf: Food Coalition Poster 2 



National Standards with Regional 

Basis 

 See attached pdf: Food coalition poster 3 



Proposed Agenda 
 Your expectations 

 Why Wisconsin: Evolution of UW Sustainability 

programs 

 Scope of the process 

 Guiding principles 

 Prioritization, implementation plan 

 Identify potential partners 

 Funding and resources 

 Next (First) Steps 

 Meet with Dean Jahn 

 



Process for Standard 

Development (Colquhoun) 
 Types of Standards 

 Value of assessment 

 Baseline establishment 

 Incentivized system for adoption of more 

sustainable practices 

 Hammer of standards 

 Tier based system with associated rewards 



Discussion 

 Should this be an ANSI process? 

 Other ANSI processes 

 

 Relationship between regional and national 

standards  

 

 Role of existing initiatives  



Proposed Agenda 

 Your expectations 

 Why Wisconsin: Evolution of UW Sustainability 

programs 

 Scope of the process 

 Guiding principles 

 Prioritization, implementation plan 

 Identify potential partners 

 Funding and resources 

 Next (First) Steps 

 Meet with Dean Jahn 

 



Guiding Principles 

 Grower participation and leadership 

 Regional centers, leadership and coordination 

with national relevance 

 Component balance 

 Independent accreditation and certification 

 Data based with improvement over time 

 Research foundation 



Principles continued 
 Return on investment, evaluation process to 

define success (i.e. avoid regulation) 

 Systems independence – avoid comparisons 

between food production systems and farmers – 

improvement within the systems 

 Identify areas of concern and address those 

concerns (facilitated by regional focus) 

 Transparency and inclusiveness? 

 Its about outputs: food, fiber, feed, fuel! 

 Confidential business information is protected 



Proposed Agenda 
 Your expectations 

 Why Wisconsin: Evolution of UW Sustainability 

programs 

 Scope of the process 

 Guiding principles 

 Prioritization, implementation plan 
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Prioritization and Implementation 

 Crops, enterprises? 

 Accomplish goals 

 Establish a process and framework for developing 

sustainable agriculture initiatives addressing national 

concerns at a local level 

 This process will be unified and transferable across commodities 

and production units 

 Development of regional centers 

 National coordination 

 Grower use and adoption 

 Timeline 

 Identify Partners 



Implementation Structure 

 Establish a process and framework for 

developing sustainable agriculture initiatives 

addressing national concerns at a local level 

 This process will be unified and transferable across 

commodities and production units 

 Application to ag enterprises, systems, or units 

 Common solutions across sectors:  

 Keep it simple: lean, adaptable, affordable 

 Tier structure 

 



Common Areas Requiring 

Solutions 

 Air and Water (use and quality) and Land 

(erosion, soil quality, habitat) 

 Energy, Carbon 

 Inputs 

 Secure productivity and profitability 

 Social 



Regional Structure 

 Identify critical concerns specific to the region 

 Mitigation plans 

 research, education, technological needs 

 Regions by climatic, soil, systems, etc…  

 

 National coordination 

 

 



Proposed Agenda 
 Your expectations 
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programs 

 Scope of the process 
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 Identify potential partners 
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Identify Partners 

 University and producer partners 

 NGO’s state and federal agency partners 

 Software developers 

 Assessment tools and database management 

 Data ownership 

 Other partners 



Proposed Agenda 
 Your expectations 
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programs 
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Funding and Resources 

 Planning and coordination 

 

 Development 

 

 Implementation 

 

 Tracking outcomes 
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